Tularemia in a kidney transplant recipient: an unsuspected case and literature review.
Tularemia is a zoonotic infection that has rarely been reported in transplant recipients. The authors present a case of unsuspected tularemia in a kidney transplant patient that was diagnosed by isolation of Francisella tularensis in the blood. The patient was treated successfully with antibiotics. During diagnostic workup, a laboratory technician was exposed to tularemia by inhalation of the culture plate and received postexposure prophylaxis. This report emphasizes the importance of exposure history in the investigation of fever in an immunocompromised host and the special precautions needed when a virulent infectious organism is suspected.